
 

Quarter 1 
Skills Activities 

Use complete sentences while talking. As you talk to your child, be sure to talk to him/her using complete sentences.  Always have him/her RESPOND with a complete sentence.  

(e.g, “What do you want for dinner?”, child says “I want a hot dog.”) 

Practice proper book handling skills  Provide books for your child to practice the following skills 1) hold book right side up 2) Identify front and back cover 3) Find the title page 

4) read left to right and top to bottom 5) turn pages in the correct direction. 6) Name the author and illustrator. In addition ask them to make 

a prediction by looking at the cover and practice pointing to each word as they read and use return sweep 

Identify the characters, setting and key events in 

the story 

While reading a story with your child, talk about the characters, place, and important events. The to ask him/her to draw or act out the 

characters, setting and events of the story.  

Model fluency skills with predictable books  Help your child read along with you as read familiar nursery rhymes and poems, songs and alphabet books.  

Practice retelling the story in correct order  After reading a story ask your child to tell you what happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  Tell him/her to use sequencing 

words such as first, next, then, last, after that, and finally.  

Identify alphabet letters (Upper and lower case) 

and say the letter sounds. 

With your child, create letter flashcards using 3X5 index cards. On the front of the card, write the letter (upper and lower), and on the back 

have your child draw a picture of something that begins with the sound of the letter.  

Create words with the same beginning sound. While traveling in the car, say a word and have your child think of another word that begins with the same beginning sound.  For example, 

you say “bag”, the child says “ball” (beginning sound).  

Distinguish between printed letters and words With your child, cut out letters and words from a magazine or newspaper. Ask your child to put them into letter piles and word piles.  

Print first name Have your child practice writing their first name using sidewalk chalk, shaving cream, flour, pudding, soap, paper/pencil, etc.  

Understand that groups of words make sentences.  Parent writes a sentence on paper.  Then cut the sentence apart and have your child put the words into the correct order. Have your child 

copy the sentence and draw a picture to go with it.  

Describe objects, people and events using specific 

details 

Use a grocery store ad and ask your child to help you create a shopping list. Circle or cut out the pictures of the items and ask your child to 

tell what they see using general and specific descriptions. (e.g., general description = apple, specific description = round, red, small, juicy, 

etc.)  Put the pictures in a bag and then while at the store, ask your child to help find the matching items and practice the vocabulary.  

Determine the meaning of words While reading a book to your child, stop and explain what different words mean. Point out the pictures to help understand the meaning. 

Practice making new words Use magnetic letters to write a word that has a “rime” (e.g. In the words cat, “at” is the rime.) Then, ask your child to change the first letter 

to make new words. (e.g., The new words can be: bat, hat, fat, sat, etc.) Have your child practice making new words with other rimes.  

Follow a 2 to 3 step set of directions Give your child 2 to 3 step directions when asking your child to complete a task.  For example, 1. Go to the kitchen. 2. Get three plates. 3. 

Set them on the table.  

Identify signs, symbols, and labels in the 

community. 

Play “I Spy” with your child.  For example, “I spy a red octagon with four letters.” Your child will say, “I spy a stop sign”.  Focus on store 

names, street signs, and food labels.  

Sort words into basic categories. Give your child a set of words or pictures.  Then ask them to sort the words or pictures into piles, such as colors, shapes, food etc. (Take 

photos, draw pictures, or cut pictures out of magazines.) 

Recognize High Frequency words Using a list given to you from your teacher, create flash cards using 3X5 index cards to play various games.  For example, while playing 

Memory match alike words such as “the” and “the”.  While playing Candyland, use the words instead of the colors. 

Write simple sentences. Have your child write 1 to 2 sentences about different topics, such as things your child has, favorite animals, favorite foods, family, etc.) 
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Quarter 2 
Skills Activities 

Use complete sentences while talking. As you talk to your child, be sure to talk to him/her using complete sentences.  Always have him/her RESPOND with a 

complete sentence.  (e.g, “What do you want for dinner?”, child says “I want a hot dog.”) 

Identify the difference between fiction and 

nonfiction books.  

With your child, go to the library to check out a variety of fiction and nonfiction books.  Have your child sort them into two 

piles.  (Fiction: make believe or fantasy; Nonfiction: real life events) 

Read simple words with short vowel sounds. Tell your child a simple word using a short vowel sound (bag, dog, bed, sit, cup).  Then have your child write that word on a 

piece of paper. 

Practice reading grade level books. Have your child read books to you provided by the teacher, or ask your librarian for grade level books.  Many grade level 

readers are available online for free.  (See attached online resource list)  Please note, when your child enters first grade, he/she 

will need to read at least 15 words a minute. 

Write simple sentences. Have your child write 4 to 5 sentences about different topics, such as things your child has, favorite animals, favorite foods, 

family, etc.) 

Practice answering questions about information 

they have heard or read.  

Ask your child questions about the story to see if they understood what they heard or read. 

Practice identifying rhyming and non- rhyming 

words 

Use a list of rhyming and non- rhyming words. Say a word, then ask your child to identify the rhyming (e.g., sun, fun) and 

non- rhyming words (e.g. dog, cat). Ask them questions like, “What rhymes with sun?” Play a memory game using pictures of 

the word.  

Recognize High Frequency words Using a list given to you from your teacher, create flash cards using 3X5 index cards to play various games.  For example, 

while playing Memory match alike words such as “the” and “the”.  While playing Candyland, use the words instead of the 

colors. 

Print first and last name Have your child practice writing their name using sidewalk chalk, shaving cream, flour, pudding, soap, paper/pencil, etc.  

Identify the characters, setting and key events in 

the story 

While reading a story talk about the characters, place, and important events. Discuss how it relates to your child’s life and 

experiences and ask them to draw or act out the characters, setting and events of the story.  

Model/support fluency skills with books  Help your child read as they read simple books.  

Practice retelling the story in correct order  After reading a story ask your child to tell you what happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  Tell them to use 

sequencing words such as first, next, then, last, after that, and finally.  

Create words with the same beginning sounds, 

middle sounds, and ending sounds. 

While traveling in the car say a word that your child can create another word with the same beginning, middle, or ending 

sounds.  For example you say “bag”, the child says “ball” (beginning sound). You say “cat”, the child says “jam” (middle 

sound).  You say “moon”, the child says “fun” (ending sound).  

Identify alphabet letters (Upper and lower case) 

and say the letter sounds. 

With your child, create letter flashcards using 3X5 index cards. On the front of the card write the letter (upper and lower) on 

the back have your child draw a picture of something that begins with the sound of the letter.  

Understand that groups of words make sentences.  Have your child draw a picture and then write a sentence on paper.  Then he/she cuts the sentence apart and puts the words 

into the correct order. Have your child copy the sentence. 

Practice making new words. Have your child use magnetic letters to make different words.  Be sure to have your child use these words in a complete 

sentence and tell what the word means. 

Follow a 3 to 5 step set of directions Give your child 3 to 5 step directions when asking your child to complete a task.  For example, 1. Go to your room. 2. Pick up 

your clothes. 3. Put your clothes in a laundry basket.  4. Make your bed. 5. Let me know when you are done 
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Quarter 3-4 
Skills Activities 

Use complete sentences while talking. As you talk to your child, be sure to talk to him/her using complete sentences.  Always have him/her RESPOND with a 

complete sentence.  (e.g, “What do you want for dinner?”, child says “I want a hot dog.”) 

Recognize digraphs (ch, sh, th, wh, ph) With your child, create flashcards using 3X5 index cards. On the front of the card, write the digraphs (ch, sh, th, wh, ph).  

Then, on the back have, your child draw a picture of something that begins with those sounds. 

Recognize words with long vowels. While reading with your child, have him/her give you a “high-five” when they hear a word that has a long vowel.  (e.g., bake, 

hide, rope, cube, eve) 

Practice reading grade level books. Have your child read books to you provided by the teacher, or ask your librarian for grade level books.  Many grade level 

readers are available online for free.  (See attached online resource list)  Please note, when your child enters first grade, he/she 

will need to read at least 15 words a minute. 

Write simple sentences. Have your child write 4 to 5 sentences about different topics, such as things your child has, favorite animals, favorite foods, 

family, etc.) 

Practice answering questions about 

information they have heard or read.  

Ask your child questions about the story to see if they understood what they heard or read. 

Recognize High Frequency words Using the list from your child’s class, create a “Sorry” game by writing the words on popsicle sticks with a marker. Write the 

word “Sorry” on some of the sticks. Place the sticks in a cup. Set a timer for 3 minutes and then take turns with your child 

choosing one to read aloud. If you get the “Sorry” stick, you will have to put all your popsicle sticks back into the cup and will 

have to start all over again. At the end of the 3 minutes the winner is the player with the most popsicle sticks. 

Identify the characters, setting and key events 

in the story 

While reading a story talk about the characters, place, and important events. Discuss how it relates to your child’s life and 

experiences and ask them to draw or act out the characters, setting and events of the story.  

Model/support fluency skills with books  Help your child read as they read simple books.  

Practice retelling the story in correct order  After reading a story ask your child to tell you what happened in the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  Tell them to use 

sequencing words such as first, next, then, last, after that, and finally.  

Create words with the same beginning 

sounds, middle sounds, and ending sounds. 

While traveling in the car say a word that your child can create another word with the same beginning, middle, or ending 

sounds.  For example you say “bag”, the child says “ball” (beginning sound). You say “cat”, the child says “jam” (middle 

sound).  You say “moon”, the child says “fun” (ending sound).  

Practice adding endings to words. Say a word to your child (singular; cat) and have him/her tell you the word for more than one (plural cats).  Practice using each 

word created in a sentence.  Other endings to work on; ed (looked), ing (looking). 

Practice following multi-step directions and 

make sure they were followed in order. 

Make a family recipe together.  Make sure the directions are followed in the correct order.  Encourage your child to explain 

the steps using sequential words. (e.g. First, next, then, after that, finally.)  

Identify the parts of a book Have your child use a book from home or the library to locate the title, author, illustrator, table of contents, glossary, headings, 

and captions. 

Identify the main idea after reading a book. Use your child’s interests to find a book or article about their favorite animal, person, or food.  Ask your child to identify the 

main idea (what the story is mostly about) of the article or story using complete sentences.  

Answer questions after reading a story. Have your child practice answering questions in complete sentences about the most important parts of the story.  (e.g.,  Where 

did the story take place? The story took place in the garden.) 
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